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Newsletter of the Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club
PO Box 1362—Medford, OR 97501
Home page is http://rvmrc.railfan.net/

February Calendar of Events
All events in the Clubhouse at the Railroad Park
unless otherwise noted.
General Construction/New Layout
Saturdays
Generally From 9:30 AM to 3 PM
Construction/Cleanup Sessions:
Thursdays
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
Board Meeting:
2nd Wednesday of each month
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
General Membership Meeting
4th Wednesday of each month
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM

Due to the length of this month’s article on our
“P&E” field trip, the January board meeting
and annual Club report/meeting notes will be
published in the next Passing Track.—ed.

Planning Meeting Yields Field Trip
and Strategy for Permanent Layout
On Saturday January 14, the RVMRC held its 1st
(for this year) Layout Planning meeting to see what,
why and where and we are going on the permanent
layout. We had around a dozen members attend and
there seemed to be lots of energy during the twohour meeting. Part of the discussion focused on the
organization of scenery construction, while an equal
amount was spent on the character of the scenery
itself. There were several concerns raised about
doing scenery work with which other members
might not concur, resulting in feelings hurt over the
quality and/or interpretation of the scenery. The
group had consensus that as long as everyone stuck
to the basic flow of the real life scenery along the
P&E, that we could always help one another
improve our modeling skills as the work is
progressing on the permanent layout. Several
people remarked that if a real disaster occurs in
someone’s modeling effort, it is cheap and easy to
change. Everyone liked the idea of “adopting” a
chunk of the line and being the task leader for the
scenery implementation, but also staying open to
suggestions from the visionaries and designers of
the permanent layout, as well as constructive

criticism from any and all members of the club.
The primary objective is to allow all members
freedom to participate in the scenery construction
regardless of skills, as long as there is continuity
between scenes that is a reasonable interpretation of
the actual scenes along the fictional P&E. It was
also agreed that there could be some modeler’s
license in the construction of trackside industries as
one can only surmise what might have been
developed along a major west-east route out of the
Rogue Valley.
To better understand the character of the P&E, it
was decided a field trip was needed up to Butte
Falls so we all could get pictures of the terrain and
get an idea of what we are trying to model. Again,
about a dozen members gathered Saturday the 21 st
and spent the next four hours touring the old
MedCo line (the route of the P&E) from White City
to Derby. A number of historical aerial photos and
old maps were helpful in charting the route of the
old logging railroad. Much of the line, especially in
White City, has been replaced by businesses such as
Biomass One. After a bit of strategizing on the
route to be taken, and the consumption of several of
John Wilson’s (wife, we presume) oatmeal cookies,
the group found its way to the first stop in White
City where the MedCo line crossed Antelope Road.
We made a brief stop at a siding where some of the
Historical Society’s rolling stock, including several
cabooses and mail and baggage handling cars are
stored.
Our first stop to look at the old Medco line and
surrounding environ came along the Little Butte
Creek just west of Eagle Point. What struck all of
us the most was the relative flatness of the area,
with a lot of flat farmland, a lazy
cottonwood/hardwood filled creek bottom with
marshy, wet ground, and only slightly rolling hills
in the immediate background. The group talked
about how a section of our modeled P&E along this
section between White City and Eagle Point could
cross over Little Butte Creek with a substantially
long bridge and trestle combination and would
serve as a nice scenery break between the two.
Our next stop took us to Eagle Point next to Ed’s
Oasis. As you can see from the photo, there are
only remnants of the Medco at this point, most of
the line being the foundation for buildings and
roads. The typical vegetation in this area, excluding

the urban forest planted by homeowners are various
hardwoods and shrubs consisting mostly of oak.
When considering the vegetation planted by
community members as the area was being
developed, one could model just about anything
“green” in and around town.

E. Don and Jim point down the old right of
way. To the left is the back side of the current
Ed’s Oasis.
Our next stop took us to the area of Reese and Ball
roads, at the north end of Eagle Point. Again, the
dominant scenery is flat farmland, with gently
rolling hills in the background. What conifer
vegetation existed is up on the hills, with ponderosa
pine and occasional cedars predominating. At this
low elevation, we did not notice any Douglas-fir.
Brush and oaks dominate the scene, however, the
conifers occurring in large patches, and more
dominantly the higher the elevation.

John Wilson shoots his photo of the Medco
roadbed, now a driveway to a rural home.

Our final stops were at Derby. We arrived at the
old Medco line only to find a locked gate. As luck
would have it, the homeowner happened by and
with some introductions as to who we were and
what we were doing, the man invited us to his
home, the site of the Derby Station Master’s house.
It was later revealed the original Station Master’s
house is now located in Orange County, California,
at Knott’s Berry Farm. However, the home here at
the old derby siding was plum full of antiques of the
early 1900’s. While some of the Club accepted an
offer of fresh hot coffee, others returned to the
Clubhouse for a lunch and discussion of what was
seen and how the P&E scenery should be modeled.

over a dozen Club members attended the
work session. Needless to say, a lot was
accomplished. Story and photos in next
month’s Passing Track! Let’s hope the
momentum continues.

Staring into the Medco roadbed, which is now
a private driveway with a locked gate.

Looking north from Reese Road toward Derby
(not visible in the background).

Looking into a 150-200 foot canyon about 50
feet deep where a trestle used to carry the
Medco line across this small creek. While not
a substantial creek, it did have lots of water
with the recent rains and snows, but is easily
handled by a trestle crossing.

Hobby Tree Has Moved
Typical “flat” farm and range lands between
Eagle Point and the starting climb to Derby
Eds. Note: The enthusiasm of the field trip
easily spilled over into the next Saturday as

The Hobby Tree, “Medford’s Model Shop Since
1974”, has moved to 2544 W. Main St. directly
across from King Bo Chinese restaurant on the
south side of the road (same side as Albertson’s, in
the area of Bi-Mart and the Roadhouse Restaurant).

RAILROAD TIME CARDS 2006
May 20 – Meet-‘N’- May, a gathering of N-scale modelers, Fir Grove Elementary School, Beaverton,
Ore., 10am–4pm. Info: Bill Ervin 503-293-1591 or billervin46@aol.com
Apr. 8-9, 2006 18th Annual Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Show & Swap Meet, Lane County
Fairgrounds, Eugene, Ore. Sat 10am–5pm, Sun 10am-4pm More info: Lee or Diane Temple, 541688-9112 or email at ttandt@ram-mail.com or ldtemple@ram-mail.com
Apr. 2-4 & 6-12 – Charter Train Excursions by Trains Unlimited, Tours, LLC. Pacific Northwest
including Eugene, Roseburg, Grants Pass, Ashland, Weed Apr 2-4; Ashland-Grants Pass Apr 6;
Weed, Ashland, Eugene Apr 6-12. Info: 1-800-359-4870, www.trainsunlimitedtours.com
Nov. 25-26 – 29th Annual Rogue Valley Railroad Show, Medford Armory, Medford, Ore. Sat 10 – 5
and Sun 11 - 4. Info: Brad Fawcett 541-535-7952, bfawcett@mind.net
Dec. 2 – Railroad Show and Swap Meet, Polk Cty Fairgrounds, Rickreall, Ore. 10am-3pm. Info: Judy
MacInnes 503-581-6071 or macinnej@open.org, www.open.org/wvmrc
If you know of shows not listed here please let me know so we can share that info. with our readers.
Contact Bruce at iwcrr@charter.net or 541-779-8145. 12/14/2005bhm.

There is plenty of easy parking, and Terry has
acquired something he hasn’t had in his shop for
years—sunshine! Terry is about done unpacking,

and though the store is a bit smaller, there is no
doubt railroading is still king at the Hobby Tree.
Come by and see for yourself.

Thought for the month: “Good advice, like good medicine, is hard to swallow.”
Rogue Valley Model RR Club
PO Box 1362
Medford, OR 97501-0102

